[image: image1.png]


Who we are

Dogshows Ltd has two executive officers. Jim Lettherd who owns K9 printing and is a Championship Judge in Rottweillers and myself, David Banks formerly in Bull Terriers and Miniature Bull Terriers. Between us we have over 60 years experience in showing, breeding, judging, stewarding, running dog events etc. We have both held the titles of Secretary and Chairman for a number of Kennel Club societies and have bred champion dogs.

History, why we started Dogshows Ltd

The Kennel club changed the rules of the game in an outright attack on the open show and the societies who run open shows; they reduced the number of events that a society could hold from three open shows per year to one. The finances simply did not add up, a society could not cover its costs from one show. The honorariums, insurance and maintenance of title were to be paid if it is one show or three. We recognised that with the small amount of money our societies have they would go bankrupt in two years, we were also aware that the Kennel Club has for years threatened action against anyone who stands against them.

We sought legal advise and discovered that if we registered as a company then the KC could not take action without breaching the Office of Fair Trading rules and the Monopolies Commission rules.

We have been asked what stops someone else doing the same thing as us and setting up themselves, the answer is nothing. If they set up a company registered with Companies House, get an accountant, write new class definitions, categories, rules and breed standards and in doing so they avoid infringing on the KC copyright (or our copyright) then they can run a show licensed by themselves. Provided they can find judges, stewards and exhibitors who trust them enough to turn up.

How we differ

The KC charge an annual maintenance of title currently £45

We charge a one off registration fee of £20

The KC license one open show per year at £45

We license as many as you wish to run at £20 each

The KC has no responsibility to the societies

We allow two members nominated from each society to act on our executive committee; they create the rules, agree breed standards and generally give direction to the business. There are two executive officers, one of whom has a casting vote. They are there principally to veto any action by the executive committee that would bring Dogshows Ltd into disrepute or breach of the law.

We can only be wound up if we are financially unviable or it is a legal requirement, therefore continuity is guaranteed, we will remain in business.

We have successfully run shows for the last 7 years and the KC have confirmed in writing, that they will be taking no action against anyone concerned. This means that committee members, exhibitors, stall holders, stewards and judges can take part in our events without any fear of action by the K.C. indeed if any action was to be taken by the K.C. they would be on dangerous ground under the EU law and the anti competition legislation, additionally they could not pick and choose who they took action against and our first show was held in 2003 with over 80 exhibitors plus all the other people involved
What next

We are currently issuing licenses for the running of five shows this coming year.
We have started to accept registration of puppies and again we have chosen to do it differently. The KC charge £12 per puppy, we charge £16 per litter but offer the same database approach with individual certificates and transfers of ownership at only £5.

We are looking at the societies who are joining Dogshows Ltd (and those considering it) and Dogshows Ltd are willing to offer an alternative to the KC Championship show to those societies who prove they are capable of running such events. The five gold star shows have been successful and we have a number of 5 gold star champions.
What happens to the money?

Ask the executive committee, once the company bills have been paid any outstanding surplus can be used for the benefit of dogs as they see fit, but I don’t see us using it for an art gallery like the KC!

How do we find out more?

Contact details

J.C.Lettherd
K9 Printing

62 Higher Croft Rd

Lower Darwen

Lancashire

Tel 01254 260540

You are not committed by talking to us!

We have set up the company such that the protection that it supplies is applicable to all societies who join us.

The initial advantages are obvious however the longer term advantages are a dog game run by dog people for dog people without the politics presently destroying dogs.

www.dogshows.co.uk
The facts about Dogshows Ltd
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